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25X1A t  Administrative
: I iothoridy and Responsibility for Issuing Press
Rnleases

1. The comments which follow are intemied to expsnd upon and clerify

25X1A s revicus instructions to [N concerning its authority snd responsibility
to issue press releases. First of all, we belisve that & number of considera-
tions suggest the advisability of - if not the necessity for - yowr handling
directly most press queries that may srise within your area of cperations,
The most important considerations are as follows:

25X1A

a, Routine queries made to and initiazl releasss announcing
25X1A the loss of o HINENENENN cannot be referred to Headquarters
without prohibitive delays which would tend to arcuse curiosity and
25X1A incresse speculation., Such gueries require expeditious handling by
B 1sing the cover information provided by Hsadquarters as a
guide,

25X1A be In addition, the detalled circumstances surrounding the loss
of & I over frierndly territory (precise location, cause, degree
of compromise, ete,) will be better kxnown to [ than to Hesdquarters.
While the pertinent details of any such incident might be transmitted
quickly to Hesdquarters, it is difficult from our vantage point to
prepare a releage with any assurance that we have a complete and current
grasp of all the facts,

¢« Farthersore, FI0 guldance svailsble to through estsb-
1ished contacts {3rd Air Porce and/or USAFE) is essentis] to develop e
release which is slanted to satisfy local press inguiries. In short,
what is needed is an on.the.spet appraisal by Jc? wbal needs to
be said and local PIO guidance on how best to say it,

2, In determining what needs to be said, M should be guided by

' press relsase of 7 May snd the final version of the unclassi.
fied cover story - both contained in the Cover Annex of the I Cpera-
tions Order, Further guldance is eontained in the guestion-answer instruction
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trensmitted in [ 2209 (OUT 51230), and the Fecd Sheet foruarded with

« ITHEEE fecls the need for additienal guldamece in carrying
out the press relesse responsibilities outlined in more detsil below,
pleass advise us of your needs,

3. 1In line with the thinking expressed in paragraph 1 sbove, |G
will have authority and responsibility for preparing press relsasss required
by the following situations:

a. All routine inquiries in the [ srec of cperaticns.

b. lLoss of over friendly territory (brief press notice
announeing loss after such loss is presumed or confirmed),
plus any folleww.up rshmu required as a consequence of such an
incident., U would, of course, wish to be inforaed of any politiecsl
or policy issues resulting from a loss over friendly territory {e.g.
compronise of the reconnaissance equipment) and would take
imvediste steps to inatruct on the handling of such compromise.

¢, Loss of over hostile territory (brisf press notice
announeing less as indicated in the SOF appearing in ths
Operations Order). All releasss in mw to heatm resation to
such an inoident will be prepared by Hesdquarter

&, _ releases covering the above situations should conform to
the basic cover guidance referred to in paragraph 2 shove. Any situations
requiring a departure from ¢ an axpansion of the guidance already furnished
should be coordinated with Hesdquarders (s.g, compromiss of certain recon.
nalssance squipment resulting from a loss over friendly territory may require
explanations not ecntained inm the uwnolassified cover story)., Whenever time
permits, Hesdquarters deszires an opportunity to review intanded relsases
besfors issuance; in any case, we will mequire informetisn eoples aof all
relesses which may require backstopping in the United States,

50 Ve would sppreciate any comments you have on the above, and welcome
any reguests you mey have for further clarifieation or sover support,
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